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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts. Department of Community Affairs. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 113 
Extent: 4 boxes (4 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Massachusetts Department of Community 
Affairs Records. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Provenance: Received from the Massachusetts Department of Community Affairs, 1999. 
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Anne H. Woodrum, 2000; updated by Abigail Cramer, 
September, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the Department of Community Affairs’ hearings regarding 
the Park Plaza Urban Renewal Project. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection includes exhibit books (bound volumes containing materials submitted as exhibits 
at hearings), correspondence, transcripts of public hearings, and reports relating to the Park 
Plaza Urban Renewal Project from 1970 to 1974.  The bulk of these materials document hearings 
held by the Department of Community Affairs. 
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HISTORICAL NOTE 
In the 1970s, the Boston Redevelopment Authority, the city's planning and development agency, 
unveiled the Park Plaza Urban Renewal project. This project, a modern, $300 million urban 
renewal effort, focused on the Park Square area of downtown Boston.  Before the project could 
begin, however, the Boston Redevelopment Authority had to prove the project met the legal 
standards for urban renewal. Between 1971 and 1974, the Department of Community Affairs held 
a series of hearings concerning the Park Plaza Urban Renewal Project. The purpose of these 
hearings was to give all interested parties a chance to voice arguments for and against the urban 
renewal proposal.  The first round of hearings began in September of 1971 and continued 
intermittently until January 18, 1974.   At the close of the public hearings in 1974, the Department 
of Community Affairs had not reached a decision and the project had not gained approval. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in three series: 
Series I: Exhibit Books, 1973 
Series II: Transcripts, 1971-1974 
Series III: Reports, 1970-1976 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
Received from the Massachusetts Department of Community Affairs, 1999. 
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Series Description and Container List 
 
Series I: Exhibit Books, 1973  
Scope and Content 
This series includes exhibit booklets made up of documents, letters, and other items submitted 
during public hearings sponsored by the Department of Community Affairs concerning the Park 
Plaza Urban Renewal Plan Project. 
Arrangement 
The materials in this series are organized chronologically according date of the hearing. 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1-8 Second Hearing, Book I-VIII (8 folders) Jan. 16, 1973 
1 9-13 Third Hearing, Book I-V (5 folders) June 22, 1973 
1 14-17 Fourth Hearing, Book I-IV (4 folders) Dec. 17, 1973 
 
Series II: Transcripts, 1971-1974  
Scope and Content 
This series includes transcripts of the testimonies in support of and in opposition to the Park 
Plaza Urban Renewal Plan Project.  The testimonies were recorded during the Public Hearings 
sponsored by the Department of Community Affairs. 
Arrangement 
The materials in this series are organized chronologically according date of the hearing. 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 18-20 Docket No. 1232, vol. 1-4, (3 folders) Sept. 21-Oct. 12, 1971 
2 21-26 Docket No. 1232, vol. 5-11, (6 folders) Oct. 19- Nov. 23, 1971 
2 27-30 Park Plaza Redevelopment Project, (4 folders) Feb. 9-Apr. 12, 1972 
2 31 Park Plaza Redevelopment Project, vol. 2 
(afternoon session) 
Apr. 12, 1972 
2 32 Park Plaza Redevelopment Project, vol. 3. Apr. 13, 1972 
2 33-38 Urban Renewal Project, vol. 1-6 (6 folders) Jan. 1973 
2 39-43 Urban Renewal Plan (5 folders) June 1973 
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3 44-55 Urban Renewal Plan (12 folders) June-Aug. 1973 
3 56-68 Park Plaza Urban Renewal Plan (13 folders) Dec. 1973-Jan. 1974 
 
Series III: Reports, 1970-1976  
Scope and Content 
This series includes reports concerning the Park Plaza Urban Renewal Project.  The reports deal 
with various aspects of the project, such as environmental impact of the project as well as 
economic analysis.  Most of the reports were commissioned by the Boston Redevelopment 
Association and submitted to the Department of Community Affairs.  This series also includes 
reports on citizen involvement with the Boston Redevelopment Authority, a collection of articles 
concerning the Park Plaza Project and a public hearing transcript concerning changes in urban 
renewal projects. 
Arrangement 
The materials in this series are arranged in their original order. 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
3 69-70 Building Deficiencies Report: Park Plaza Stage I (2 
folders) 
Apr., 1973 
3 71 Final Project Report: Building Conditions Report, p.1-191 May, 1973 
4 72 Final Project Report: Building Conditions Report, p. 192-
383 
May, 1973 
4 73 Final Project Report: Project Approvals & Cooperative 
Agreement 
May, 1973 
4 74 Final Project Report: Sound Needs of Locality May, 1973 
4 75-76 Final Project Report: Financial Plan (2 folders) June, 1973 
4 77 Final Project Report: Letter of Intent: Supplemental 
Agreement to the Letter of Intent 
June 12, 1973 
4 78 Park Plaza: Public Costs and Tax Revenue Benefits to 
the City of Boston 
July, 1973 
4 79 Economic Analysis of the Proposed Park Plaza Urban 
Renewal Project 
June, 1976 
4 80 Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report Sept., 1976 
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4 81 Citizen Participation in Planning and Renewal Activities 
of Boston Redevelopment Authority, vol. 2 
1970-1971 
4 82-83 Boston Park Plaza (2 folders) undated 
4 84 Public Hearing: Plan Changes in Urban Renewal 
Projects 
Apr. 30, 1974 
 
 
